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Umschlagphoto: Trochodendron aralioides Siebold & Zucc. im Yangminshan Nationalpark, Taiwan, 03.10.2012,
Bernd Demes
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In a recent article Quercellini et al. (2012) reported
about a strange palm of the genus Trithrinax growing
in the Florence Botanical Garden of which a small
morphotype is growing also in the author's garden (Fig.
1). A further uncommon dwarf specimen of the genus
Trithrinax, different from the specimen in Florence, is
growing in the author’s garden. This specimen was
acquired as a one year old seedling in 1993 from a nurs-
ery in the Marche region in Central Italy. Allegedly, the
source of the seeds was a German trader in Munich
(Bavaria). The palm was grown in a pot for the first
eight years and then it has been planted in the ground
(Fig. 2).

Short Communication: An uncommon dwarf specimen in the genus Trithrinax Mart.
By Sergio Quercellini

Abstract: A description of a dwarf specimen in the genus Trithrinax is given. - With 7 figures.

Keywords: Corypheae - South American palms - taxonomy - Trithrinax

When the seedling was acquired it was labelled as
Trithrinax biflabellata Barb. & Rodr., but probably it
does not belong to this species because of the lack of
spines on the leaf sheaths. Moreover, after twenty years
it does not show any sign of aerial trunk. The trunk is
divided in two parts and the palm is still growing
“stoloniferously” showing two clumps.

Palm description
The plant shows a dwarf size being only 16 cm tall
(Fig. 3). It has plain green leaves (Fig. 4) not glaucous
as it is characteristic of Trithrinax biflabellata, T.
schizophylla Drude, and T. campestris (Burmeist.)
Drude & Griseb. (Fig. 5). The leaves are deeply divided
into six to ten segments not as stiff as in T. campestris
and not prickly at the tips. The segments are 3–6 cm
long and up to 1 cm wide in the middle part with 4–5
cm long petioles. The two short trunks show some
fibers, disintegrating from the leaf sheaths and petioles
(Fig. 6). No spines are found on the leaf sheaths.

The palm in question could still be juvenile so that it
has not yet formed spines and a significant aerial trunk.
However,  twenty years seem to be a long time for a
palm to be still in the juvenile state, although the climate
in the author’s garden is probably cooler than  that of
the original distribution area..

Fig. 1 A small Trithrinax specimen in the author‘s
garden. It is similar to the strange palm growing in
the Florence Botanical Garden reported in Quercellini
et al. (2012). This plant is 20 years old

Fig. 2 Total view of the palm

Quercellini: Trithrinax

Fig. 3 Height of the plant displayed by a centimetre
scale
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Fig. 7 Comparison between Trithrinax acanthocoma,
19 years old, on the left (trunk about 1.7 m tall) and
the tiny strange palm on the right, 20 years old

Fig. 4 Detail of a leaf

Fig. 6 Detail of the two short trunks, some fibers but
no spines

Fig. 5 Trithrinax campestris (Burmeist.) Drude &
Griseb., 11 years old, in the author‘s garden

The palm could also be a dwarf variety of a Trithrinax
species without spines and (up to now) without an aerial
trunk. Its leaves are plain green. In the genus Trithrinax
only T. acanthocoma Drude shows such green leaves

but the 19 years old trunk of the latter palm (Fig. 7) is
1.7 m tall  and carries long spines.

There is no doubt that the genus Trithrinax needs
further studies in order to explain the high variability
found in specimens like the present one. The natural
distribution comprises different environments that lead
to a wide range of ecotypes, not sufficiently described
yet.
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